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Overall Objectives and Outcomes
This study unit will provide the student with a holistic overview of agricultural systems and
agribusinesses, their multifunctional role in society and the main drivers of change. The need for
improved scientific and technological solutions, and vocational education and training to foster the
development of new agribusiness solutions and to ensure the sustainability of these will be
discussed in detail within this unit.
By the end of this module, the learner will be able to:

Competences
a. define agri-food systems and assess their unique contributions to society, cultural development
and the economy;
b. define non-food systems (e.g. ornamentals, fuel/agri-energy and fibre) and their unique
contributions to society, cultural development and the economy;
c. analyse the important role of innovative scientific and technological solutions for the
development of sustainable agribusinesses;
d. compare vocational and traditional educational approaches with particular reference to
agribusiness education;
e. evaluate agribusiness curricula in terms of their ability to promote personal development,
literacy and science education;
f. evaluate agribusiness curricula in terms of their ability to foster contextual learning;
g. analyse the role of an agribusiness education programme in supporting young people to develop
entrepreneurial skills in the agribusiness sector.

Knowledge
a.
b.
c.
d.

identify different types of food production systems from Malta and the Mediterranean region;
analyse the multifunctional role of agriculture and agribusiness in modern societies;
identify the key socio-economic and environmental driving factors influencing agriculture today;
assess the important role of scientific and technological innovation in ensuring agricultural
sustainability;
e. identify the distinguishing characteristics of vocational education.

Skills

a. categorise agricultural and food production systems from Malta and the Mediterranean region;
b. analyse the important socio-economic contributions of agricultural and food productions
systems;
c. analyse the impacts of agribusiness on the environment;
d. design an agribusiness teaching programme/scheme of work that promotes literacy, science
knowledge and personal development, and contextual learning.
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Assessment Methods
This module will be assessed through: Portfolio, Assignment
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